HS COLLEGE-BOUND

Reading assessment

What follows is a simple but effective reading assessment. Over the years we’ve used it many, many
times, and despite its simplicity, it really does seem to yield a rough measure of a student’s reading
ability.

How to use the assessment

What you’ll see is several lists of words. Start somewhere well below the student’s grade level, and
simply have the student read the words aloud. — Your job is simply to listen, without intervening in any
way.

Things to note:

e The student does not have to know what the words mean.

e What you're looking for is smooth reading ability.

When the student stumbles on two or three words in a particular list, you’ve arrived at his or her
reading level; you may stop the assessment.

How to read the numbers

Here’s the key to understanding the numbers in brackets — each actually comprises two numbers:

e The first is the grade year in school.

e The second is the month within that grade.

So if your student begins to stumble on a particular column of words, like [80], that means he or she
reads at about an 8th grade level, the beginning of the year, i.e., grade 8, month 0. Similarly, [86] means
grade 8, month 6 of the school year; [112] means 11th grade, second month of the year; and so on.

More free resources at:
http://hscollegebound.com/resources.htm



http://hscollegebound.com/resources.htm

abuse
residence
quarantine
contagious
glutton
exhaust
imply
image

[56]

emphasis
municipal
rescinded
luxurious
unanimous
intrigue
protuberance
audacious

[80]

discretionary
enigmatic
regime
centrifugal
itinerary
abysmal
soliloquize
inchoate

[104]

contemporary
theory
threshold
participate
ethics
desolate
eliminate
triumph

(64]

benign
prevalence
repugnant
peculiarity
rudimentary
pugilist
mitosis
bibliography

(88]

oligarchy
exigencies
mnemonic
ingratiating
covetousness
Aborigines
emaciated
seismograph

[112]

tranquility
humidity
contemptuous
alcove
humiliate
conspiracy
aeronautic
predilection

[72]

anomaly
decisive
mosaic
deteriorate
spurious
irascible
expunge
coercion

[96]

pseudonym
usurp
idiosyncrasy
schism
misogyny
desuetude
exophthalmic
succinct

[120]



longevity
regimes
vehemence
regicidal
evanescence
heinous
omniscience
conduit

[128]



